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tion enrollment or whose 

high school class has gradu-

ated and who do not have a 

high school diploma.  Adults 

needing English language 

acquisition and those with or 

without a high school di-

ploma needing basic skills de-

velopment are also eligible. 

Utah Adult Education pro-

motes  programs in Adult Ba-

sic Education (ABE), Adult 

High School Completion 

Our mission is to empower 

individuals to become self-

sufficient, with skills necessary 

for future employment and 

personal successes. 

Our vision is to assist adults to 

become literate and obtain 

the knowledge and skills nec-

essary for employment and 

self-sufficiency while complet-

ing a secondary education. 

For 40 years the Utah State 

Office of Education Adult 

Education Services has had a 

positive impact on the eco-

nomic development of Utah. 

Adult Education in Utah con-

sist of programs and services 

to assist individuals 16 years 

of age and older who have 

discontinued public educa-

(AHSC), English for Speakers 

of Other Languages (ESOL), 

and General Education Devel-

opment (GED®).  Programs 

may emphasize English lan-

guage acquisition and com-

petency, basic skills in read-

ing, writing, math and prob-

lem solving, or workplace lit-

eracy in addition to aca-

demic/credit courses leading 

to high school completion.  

Adult Education programs  

are located in 40 school dis-

tricts and several community 

and/or faith based organiza-

tions.  Individual businesses 

have chosen to provide adult 

education services as part of 

their employee advancement 

process. 

What is Adult Education? 

Economic Impact 

 Workers who lack a high 

school diploma earn a me-

dian weekly income of $481 

compared to $689 with a 

high school diploma and 

compared to $1,243 for 

those with a bachelor’s de-

gree. 

 Graduating from high 

school increases the likeli-

hood of avoiding welfare by 

75%. 

 Literate adults are crucial to 

the development of school-

ready and literate children. 

 Each adult high school di-

ploma and GED generates 

nearly $800 in state income 

taxes annually. 



Adult Education Programs 

Adult Basic Education (ABE) 

ABE programs provide instruction 

for adults whose ability to com-

pute, speak, read, or write the Eng-

lish language only at or below the 

ninth grade level impairs their abil-

ity to find or retain employment 

commensurate with their real abil-

ity.  Instruction in designed to help 

adults by: 

 Increasing their independence. 

 Increasing opportunities for 

more productive and profit-

able employment. 

 Making them better able to 

meet adult responsibilities. 
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Adult High School Comple-

tion (AHSC) 

AHSC programs are for those 

adults with some literacy skills and 

can function in everyday life, but 

do not have a secondary school 

diploma or GED.  AHSC courses 

are designed to meet the Utah 

State Office of Education Core Cur-

riculum and offer Carnegie-based 

credit for a secondary diploma. 

English Language Civics 

(ELC) and English for Speak-

ers of Other Languages 

(ESOL) 

ELC/ESOL programs provide in-

struction for those limited English 

proficient students who have a 

focus on improving English com-

munication skills such as speaking, 

reading, writing, and listening. 

Corrections Education 

Corrections Education provides 

educational opportunities to 

adults located in state prisons and 

jails.  Programs include ABE, 

AHSC, and GED.  Additional ser-

vices include employment coun-

seling and career exploration.  

Transition services to other adult 

education programs are available 

before and after release. 

General Educational 

Development 

(GED®) 

GED measures the ma-

jor and lasting outcomes 

and concepts associated 

with a traditional four-

year high school educa-

tion.  GED preparation 

programs are offered by 

adult education pro-

grams although atten-

dance is not necessary 

to take the test.  Testing 

sites are located state-

wide. 
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Utah Adult Education Demographics 

Utah Adult Education Accountability 
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 26,337 Enrollees 

 15,383 ABE  

 2,809 AHSC 

 8,415 ESOL 

 6,759 Corrections students enrolled 

 6,121 took the GED Tests®  

 4,893 successfully passed 

 2,247 GED certificates issued 

through adult education programs 

 3,556 Secondary diplomas issued 

through adult education programs 

 13,769 Male students enrolled 

 12,568 Female students enrolled 



 191,331 adults in Utah do not have a high school diploma or GED (2000 Census). 
 30% of the Dept. of Workforce Services’ (among 10,172 in case management with 

an academic assessment) disclosed education levels less than a high school di-
ploma or GED. 

 14,931 Utahns (among the current population, 38,597) receiving unemployment 
insurance benefits indicate they do not have a high school diploma or GED. 

 8% of all Utah birth mothers do not have a high school diploma or GED 
 Approximately 265,800 Utahns are on public assistance. 
 Approximately 12,000 Utahns are housed in correctional facilities. 
 Approximately 38,597 are receiving unemployment compensation. 

◊ Dept. of Community and Economic Development ◊ Dept. of Corrections ◊ Dept. Health and Hu-

man Services ◊ Dept. of Workforce Services ◊ Utah businesses ◊ Faith-based organizations ◊ Com-

munity-based organizations ◊ Utah State Office of Education ◊ Utah State Office of Rehabilitation ◊ 

Utah System of Higher Education ◊ Utah Family Center ◊ Other community out-reach programs 

Resources 

 Www.utahFutures.org   

Investigate careers, explore education 

and training, find a job, and get informa-

tion about obtaining training. 

 Www.schools.utah.gov/adulated  

Home page of Utah Adult Education.  

Learn more about how Adult Education 

can be of assistance in reaching educa-

tion and career goals. 

 Www.utahged.info 

Learn more about how to obtain a 

GED®  

Partners 

Utah State Office of Education, 
Adult Education Services  

For More Information 

Marty Kelly,  

Alternative and Adult Education 

Services Coordinator and GED 

Director 

801-538-7824 

Marty.kelly@schools.utah.gov 

Www.schools.utah.gov/adulted 

 Low literacy rate 

 Not self-sufficient 

 Unable to apply for entrance into the military 

 Unable to apply for post-secondary training 

 Unemployment or minimum-wage jobs 

The Need for Adult Education Services  

Barriers without adult education 
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